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Abstract

A significant part of the flora of the ligneous plants found in
Greece are of exotic origin. Some species of alien trees and
shrubs have been recorded since ancient times; however, the
majority has been introduced after the 16th century and
today many come from different continents. In the First
chapter of the present book, the attributes and uses of alien
species are discussed. Most exotic trees and shrubs are
cultivated for their ornamental value and their contribution to
improving the quality of the urban and suburban
environment. Some have been used for fruit or timber
production. In the past, fast growing trees were usually
planted more or less systematically in productive and
protective reforestations. Some foreign species with a highly
competitive capacity have become naturalized and found
suitable ground for their expansion. In the latter case, when
they pose a potential threat to native biodiversity, they are
characterized as "invasive".
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In the second chapter there is a description of the most
important alien genera and species which have been
distinguished into four major physiognomic groups. In the
first group, species which are gymnosperms are described in
detail. These are mainly conifers with the addition of Gingko
biloba and cycad plants (Cycas spp.). In the second group the
angiosperm tree species which are conventionally identified
as "broadleaves" have been included. The third group
contains the lianas and climbing shrubs whereas the fourth
group includes palm trees and some other monocots which
have tree or shrub growth (phanerophytes). For the
presentation of genera and species, information is given on
nomenclature, geographical distribution and origin,
morphology, phenological data, ecology, biological
requirements and ecological zone. In addition, reference is
made to the currently known uses of the species and to the
most popular or more common commercial varieties.
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